Master the art
of rebranding

From Myspace to small businesses:
leading agencies reveal the secrets of

re-imagining vour client's identity
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Iceland:the facts

The Icelandic design
scene, at a glance

Craative hubs

Rk o aned the south-west region are homs
ba the magarity of the population and thenstone
the raagjarity of thi creativer outgut of leslard
Marrawwid doreen, the Criatiog huly wauld

bt clicran b Ry kjanvik, wolhsin mcrst ol £l
COury's galleries, ELudiod AnG Cullural ewsnts
are locabed, Akureyn, 8 gmall city 1o the
marth-aas! of the countny, is also Bome be

B |aege number of creatives.

Dersign schools
Thir Icelanadsc Acadpry of Arts and th Aluaneyt
Art School are thi twe places (o shudy art and
design a1 degres bevel. To study design further,
10 Magters level, you'd meed 1o ook sutlsde
el SaieAtry, wingh 4wkt mghy Students 4
beilons poing back 1o thair hamaland 1o find
WO FOF IhaiTedlvig

Evarts

Thsisis Be U FPEE A Oesa@n evaibs in ke land
Despn Masch s a yeasly fowr-day design
featrval tn Fesbandi, pnd Ryl ik Cultural
Might ia hadd in late August pnd hag an
||'\|1u|l||l¢;'||||-.f| and diveres [ Oyl Tl TV P, Thi
lcedandhc Acadery of Arts gradustion show
i8-&la0 popUlar, and o BddTeon the Alypl 20717
conlerance will b held on Feykaek this year

The country

lcalamnd gitE Mgh abdnsg Euiops om thi Narh
Atlartic Ridga. It has & relatnaaly small
populateon of Brownd 320000 paopds weih
twap-thirds of those psople wlanters in

Ry piretle, @ndd tha Burmmsinding south-wes!
regicn. The centre of the couniry is largely
uninhabited an it consists mainty of mocky
mourtaing and icy glacesrs. Despile ite recent
financial problems, icsland was ranked the
fowsrih moet productse couriny, par capia
im bl Uetid NEtinR Huma r Densi | opmsnmt
Irechoeen; o 2010

Computer Arts Fobruary 2011

This remote island’s young, thriving
design scene is home to some exciting
emerging talent. Charlotte Rivers finds

out what drives and inspires this
new generation of creatives

to Gudbjorg Gissurardottir,

head of iceland’s Design Forum, thers
was no particularword fior ‘design'in the
lcelandic language until as late as the
19508, Tres poos 207 Wy 10 S aring
new 75 feliow Scandenavan countres
hiave haa something of a haad stat onit
within the giobal design sonne. Howswet,
& rew generation of creatives hailing from
thes ursdgue sland = stmeng to malkes up
for that today

Icelana is remote (T st inthe
far Nortn Atlantc) and sparsely populated
[it= inhabitants total anound 320,000, yer
t has a young, ercrpetic creative industry
both m terms of art and design, and of
misac. “Thees are a kot of posmive s
o ng on wrthan the creatve scene here at
the moment” explains des gner Thorlerfur
Gunrar Gislason, “There's boeon a growth
boom in fasheon and product gesgn, and
theses a constant growth in the muse
nidustry Al these things are conneciod
N o wary Of ancther”

(eslason worked n advertiming
untd the country's financial crisis of 2008,
when he chanped casesers and started

worang as a freelance dasigner. Ha
belirves the creathae booen is down to
what he cescribes as the typical lcelandic
mindsat. “Constantty pushirg oursalves,
betrg curicus and amditious — | think this
i5 true of many creatves hene. we're open
to everything new.” he says. Blthough we
focus on indnidual authent ity and want
to gifferentiate curseives from one another,
s Such a small socmty that wea raally firnd
oursehes helpimg one another and sincare
Mot vations are easy 1o come by
Hlustratds ard multimadia
anirmator Erla Maria Arnaddttic AEroas:
I think that being ready to do what needs
to be doneis an loelandic way of thinking
that’s bean anound since satthars first
came o the sland. To surviee you've giot o
be able to do anytheng and this applies to
being a desigrer or illustraton” she adas
e even have a popular word here,
redda, which means malkong then s work?
Arnadittic's work is about innoconce,
purity and childhood. Her style could be
considered as slightly macabea, but for
Armaddttic it's juss that she likos to play
with the line between beauty and

WAW.COmputearants.coiuk
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Four of the best

bt undeniably successful,
4 Vicious has always had a

chesing to design. His work
hag a fealing of the futuristic and he likes
to explore symmetrical design. His clients
inclwde Horizons Music, Inside Records,
Metalheadz Recordings, Northemn Light
Energy and Hewlett Packard. He also owms
a T-ghirt label 20MCE, which, as he sayvs =is
another great medium through which | can
showcase my designs.”

www.digitalsys.is
Janas Valtysson

Hailing frorm a small town
! named Mosfellsheer in
south-west lcaland,
Valtysson studied at the
icelandic Acadermy of Arts. “hy interest in
music sparked my inberest in graphic design
and photography,’ i sxplaing. “Im really
it exploding the visual world of music and
seaing how they all interact.” Valtysson's
work includes album cover artwork, book
layouts and illustrations.
www jonagval.com

Eythor Pall Eythorsson

Dascribang his work as

wirsatile, Eythorsson likes

to work in anything from print

to kogos to motion. *i there is
somathing | haven't done | would lowe 1o do
it," e reflects. "My main focus s usually on
layout and logos, with some illustration too,
awnd | alss hke 1o desagn typelaces”
wiww.eronart.net

- Sig Vicious
* \ Prafessionally untrained

:"}‘ -

Ragnar Freyr

A minimalist at heart, Freyr

= B comes from Akurayri,a small
. :Lf ity to the north-east of the

country. "l like to achieve a

powerful affect or message thnowugh minimal

visunl commaunication using COMOLIN, OISt

angle and other tools from visual grammar,

hir explaing, “l dor't specialise. | might focus

o somathing for & certain amount of Bme

to develop skill bart | like to keep it fairly

opan and axplone new things.”

www ragnarf reyr.com




